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A word about Spiritual Formation
within the community of Saint Francis.

Throughout the course of sermons, classes, Lenten series, Vestry meetings, newsletter articles, a recur-
ring theme that has drawn my interest is this talk about

We have been invited to
We have been encouraged to
We have been asked to

In our exercise to uncover our Core Values, Rev. Faith called us to become spiritually wakened to
attending to who God is calling us to be, and intentionally moving in that direc-
tion.

This is a call to each of us to look deeply within ourselves, to go to our most inner and private and silent
space and open it. Open it to our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. Let the plea of the Psalmist,
“Create a clean heart in me, Oh Lord, and renew a right spirit within me,” be our plea. An open heart is
a heart open to renewal.

It is also a call for each of us to open our hearts to “the other.” This other could be another parishioner,
a co-worker, a homeless person or our own child. When our hearts are open to the other, we are open to
hear their needs. Not to answer or solve their needs, but to hear their hearts with our hearts.

Let us here at St. Francis continue to grow together in this “heart” exercise. Every time the community
gathers, whether in a Sunday service, Wednesday Contemplative service, 50" Anniversary activity or
any other meeting, there is an opportunity for spiritual growth and heart sharing. | encourage you to
take full advantage of the opportunities for forming and transforming your spiritual life and your heart.

Melanie Klotzman
Senior Warden
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A place for questions regarding historical,
theological and practical issues of our lit-

urgy.

Q: I notice that some people bow or cross
themselves at particular times during the
liturgy. What is that about?

A: Liturgical gestures, involving the hands
and/or the entire body are ancient practices
of devotion. While historical and local cus-
toms may be present, there are no “rules”
about when or where to engage such prac-
tices. Bowing, bending the knee (known as
genuflecting) or crossing oneself are all ex-
pressions of reverence. Bowing derives
from the recognition of those in authority in
the days of antiquity. Today it is in refer-
ence to the presence of God — at the altar, in
the reserve sacraments (held in the aumbry
and marked by the red lamp) or risen and
ascended from the cross (as with the Chris-
tus Rex that hangs above our altar). Bowing
is frequently used as one enters the pew for
worship and prayer and might be used at the
Gloria Patri (“Glory to the Father and...), at
the name of Jesus or the Holy Spirit in the
Nicene Creed or at the Sanctus (“Holy, holy
holy...”). Genuflecting recalls Phillippians
2:10: “at the name of Jesus every knee shall

bow” and may be seen as people initially enter
their pew or as they approach the altar.

The sign of the cross is referenced as early as
the second century in the history of the church
and throughout the centuries has evolved into
various practices, including a cross drawn from
the forehead down and across the torso left to
right and small crosses drawn with the thumb
on the forehead, lips, heart or other places of
the body. Such crossing recalls the chrisma-
tion (anointing) we receive at our Baptism
when we are “sealed by the Holy Spirit and
marked as Christ’s own for ever.”  Self-
crossing is common in association with the
reading of the gospel, at the words
“resurrection of the body” in the creed, and
before and/or after receiving Communion or
engaging in personal prayer.

With the involvement of our bodies in prayer,
we draw ourselves deeper into the Divine Pres-
ence as we gather body, soul and mind. These
are external gestures of an interior disposition
of presence, thanksgiving, adoration and hu-
mility. They are a way to mark our bodies as
earthen vessels for the living God, reminding
ourselves and demonstrating to the community
who we are and whose we are.
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| am so excited to welcome Tom and Grace Beck as our newest Chancel Choir members.
Grace and Tom add their voices as an alto and tenor and | am sure you have experienced and
appreciated Grace as an accomplished flautist who is always available to add beautiful music to
our Sunday morning services.

Jeff Arnold has been working with and directing the men in our Chancel Choir to complete and
perform an arrangement of "The Lord's Prayer", written with harmony and reverence. We have
scheduled this performance for the 10:30 service on July 13th. | hope you will mark your cal-
endars and plan to attend.

If you think you have a voice or talent to add to one of our choirs, please call me at 576-3422.
We have a special place for you.

Blessings,
Lydia
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Monday, June 23, 2008
Dear Vestry and Mother Faith,
Thank for the scholarship to | enjoyed it and hope to go back next year.
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Thanks again, also

Happy 50th anniversary



HELP, HELP, HELP

During research for the 50" Anniversary, we discovered
some of the church records were vandalized during the
burglary of the church office in the 1990’s. We are ask-
ing for your assistance in recovering the information
contained in the records. We are seeking information on
baptisms, confirmations, weddings, and burials. We are
also looking for memorials and gifts given to St. Francis
Episcopal Church. We need names, dates, honorees,
and anything else you might recall. Photographs of bap-
tisms, confirmations, weddings, and church activities
would be greatly appreciated. Every Sunday from June
22" through July 6" we will be collecting your remem-
brances. Following each service, Kay Drane or Debbie
Wuest will be in the Parish Hall, with forms for you to
record your recollections. If you have any questions or
are unable to bring the information on a Sunday, please
call Debbie Wuest at (361)576-4738. We would like to
thank you in advance for your help in preserving the
history of our beloved St. Francis Episcopal Church.
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We need to know what events you or your group
are planning for the 50th Anniversary!
Give us times, places and event names.

LEAVE NOTHING OUT.

Please, let us edit.

Send your Information to Debbie Dick at
stjvictoria.com or Andrea Wise at awise@esc3.net
NO LATER THAN JULY 21ST.

If you have questions or email isn’t your bag,

f-i?{ 1 On Wednesday, July 2 we will be cele-
L bratlng Independence Day with Holy
loe Chmien Seacia] Eucharist at 6:00 p.m. followed by an

ice cream social in the Parish Hall at
6:45 p.m. The normal day (July 4™) falls on Friday
which will begin a three day long weekend and some
people will be celebrating in their special way. Please
join us for prayer and/or “home made” ice cream. It’s
All you can eat at no cost and we hope you will bring
your friends.

Parish Life Commission
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We'll soon be seeing school supplies in the
stores again. Remember our school supplies
drive from August 3—23. Our school is
Smith Elementary, the school behind the
church. They are usually in need of every-
thing, but most often are these:

1™~

#2 pencils tissues

wide-ruled paper folders with pockets
and/or brads children's underwear
wide-ruled spiral notebooks

24 count crayons

If you would like to give a check or cash
donation, that would be fine, also. A check
should be made out to the church with Outreach
school supplies written on the bottom and can be
placed in the Sunday morning alms basin or mailed to
the office.
. . H7
The Outreach Commission is searching for some
things we need for the anniversary:

1. A photo printer that we could use if we provide
the ink and paper.
2. Dog or cat costumes (any size) we could borrow.

We will be asking for 3 dozen homemade or bakery
cookies from each church family in October, so you
might want to make them ahead and freeze

them. Please contact Kay Roeh or Marty Worsley if
you have these items or any questions.
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You still have time if you did not have your plcture
made for the upcoming anniversary pictorial direc-
tory. Before July 6, give a 4"X6" glossy photo of you
and/or your family (a snapshot will do) to Janet Libby
or Marty Worsley and we will be sure you are in-
cluded. We want everyone in it!
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The Mens Group is taking our annual summer hiatus
from our meetings; the Mens Group will NOT meet in
July or August.

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday night, Sept.
10. Our program will be Ray Miller, City Transporta-
tion Planner, who will discuss the recent develop-
ments of the 169/Trans Texas Corridor project near
Victoria. Our normal "Ken Nathan Steak Meal" is
available for $5. All the parish is invited, but please
call Van VanDusen to ensure we have plenty of meat.
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Harried by the hot weather? Is the “lazy summer” not so
lazy? Come for an hour of cool, restful prayer on Wednesday
nights. Our Contemplative Holy Eucharist at 6:00 pm is a
quiet, gentle time with a balance of Song, Silence, Word,
Prayer, and Table. All are welcome!
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% It’s NOT too late to order 50th Anniversary Cook-
* books at $15 per book! Payments is required at time
% Of order. Please contact Christy or Patty in the g
% church office or Kay Drane at church on any Sunday. %

*
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Not too long ago the phrase “Do your own thing” caught on.
To culminate the point, the famed Frank Sinatra voiced so
beautifully “I did it my way.” Most people hear it as a clar-
ion call to “self-fulfillment” or “self-actualization.” In other
words, do whatever you wish, whatever you think is best for
yourself. The advocates of this selfish philosophy believe
they are free to do whatever they please without regard for
others.

That, however, is living the old life of slavery to sin. But
Christ “did His own thing” by submersing himself in the will
of His Father, not in the advice or trends of his contemporar-
ies. His life; his teaching; his prayers; his death, rising and
ascending all set us free—not from responsibility, but free to
be responsible servants of God who care for each other. That
phrase can describe the Christian way of life if we interpret it
like this: “Do your own thing for others. Use the unique gifts
God has given you in the service of Christ.” May God give
us the grace to do our own thing for others, living the new life
God has given through faith in Christ.

We are God’s workmanship, “created in Christ Jesus to do
good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way
of life Each Sunday we are dismissed
with these words, “Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in
the power of the Spirit.” It is with this Spirit that we can do
our own things for others.

. ) .
One great inexhaustible resource for every single Christian on
earth is prayer. To be sure, our meager labors are important
also, used by our almighty God for His gracious purposes.
But prayer helps conform our will to that of our Savior, and
brings the power and attention of God to bear on any and
every problem troubling our heart. Prayer can be likened to
the beautiful organ resting in the parlor. Most of the time its
immense voice is silent, though now and then someone

comes in to play a simple tune. Prayer is like that in many
Christian’s life, having tremendous potential but receiving
little practice.

Our vestry frequently urges, “pray and work.” The “and” is
important. We do recognize the need for work to get things
done. We don’t always recognize the importance of prayer,
or its power to accomplish great things.

St. Paul reminds us of this important resource. Speaking of
his wonderful deliverance from death in Asia, he tells the
Corinthian Christians, “You help us by your prayers” (

. To the Philippians, he writes, “...in every-
thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God” (Phillippians 4:6). With
assurance, he reminds the Christians in Rome, “...the Spirit
helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as
we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep
for words” (Romans 8:26).

As God’s children, we pray in His name, rely on His grace,
and are confident of His mercy.
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It’s not a buyer’s market, nor a seller’s market, but a giver’s
market! There is an economy within the kingdom of God that
will never sell on Wall Street: God gives freely. We receive
freely. And as we receive freely, we in turn, give freely. A
good measuring stick is the sturdiness of the graph showing
the budget versus actual giving in our weekly Sunday bulle-
tin. It is a living graph; our lifeline to that portion of God’s
Kingdom of which we have been entrusted—we are blessed
and give thanks to God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Your
Finance Committee and Vestry duly recognize and are ex-
tremely pleased with your response to the ministry needs of
St. Francis Church.

Jesus tells us that His Father desires to give us the kingdom.
It can’t be earned—just received. That’s the bottom line in
the economy of God. And those who receive what God
freely gives find themselves changed by the power of the
Holy Spirit. They become children of God. The image of
God—His righteousness and holiness—is being recreated
within them. And since the nature of God is to love and to
give, the new nature of those who are His children is also to
love and to give.

There is no more need to have. There is no more compulsion
to possess. Selfish having and possessing are worldly values
that are not needed within the economy of God. There is only

giving.

For God is love, and those who are His children manifest His
love in Jesus Christ. As God gives generously and abun-
dantly, so those who are His children give in like manner.
That’s the economy of God!



AR BRI DAYRRAERSIO AT HERECRLE

Sandra Akin Donna H. Mundt
July 5 ~ Bonnie Broome Glen Bachmayer Pete Pappas
. Grace Beck Peggy
July 5~ Richard Chapman Steve & Sharon Beck Mary Lea Pfenninger
July 6 ~ Mark Klotzman Gladys Bigelow Sam Porterfield
Pat Brandenburg Jan Pullin
July 6 ~ Debbie Wuest Leslie Brittian Robert
. . Diana Cherry Bill Roberts
July 8 ~ Travis Basinger Christopher Grace Robertson
July 10 ~ Michael Metting Gwen Dugat Reagan Roeh
Brien Dunn Samantha
July 10 ~ Tillie Maguire Andrea Ezell Dottie Sansom
. Sandy Folts Claudia Schoener
July 12~ Beth Still Kevin Hedlund Ellie Schroller
July 17 ~ Jamie Rainey Kyler Hedwig Jean Seaman
Keith Hogan Sheri
July 20 ~ Wayne McCutcheon Barbara Jader Sharon
_ Jenny Troy S.
July 22 ~ Doug Wuest Carl Knabe Jean Van Dusen
July 24 ~ Jose Cavazos Corinne Maib Andrea Wise
Winks Mercer Nicole Worsley

July 24 ~ Ryan Murry
July 29 ~ Pauline Traugott
July 30 ~ Amy Wuest
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July 1 ~ Dan & Dayna Williams-Capone Joshua Onnen (Marine) Scott DeWolfe (Air Force)
. Jeremy Boyd (Nav! Mike Kidd (Nav
July 22 ~ Ted & Andrea Wise emy S0y (Navy) _ (Navy)
Michael Hill ( Navy) Bobbie Hodge (Army)
Sean O’Neil (Air Force) Paul Gomez (Marines)
Juanita Corea (Army) Daniel Grumman (Navy)
James Burnup (Air Force) Joe Hart (AF Reserve)
Heather Baldwin (AF Reserves) Mike Low
Lt. Dan Kistler, USMC K.B. Hallmark, IV (A.N.G.)

John Robert Torres (Army) Chad Morris (Navy)
Lt. Benjamin Mackey (Air Force)



LAY MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR MONTH OF JULY 2008
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Ethan Garza
Celina Garza
.02/0 *?
Harrison Garrett
Kayla Garrett
Charlie Traugott

LAYREADERS
>700 *?

Jack Buttram

0O.C. Garza

.02/0 *?
Melanie Klotzman
Todd Traugott

USHERS

>%00 *?

Larry Bailey

G. B. Van Dusen
.0%70 =7
Dusty Libby
Janet Libby

GREETERS?
>700 *?
Marylynn Fletcher
0O.C. Garza

.02/0 *?

Helen Bournias
Pat Godfrey

VESTRY:
@2
Paul Roeh
LA @f)
Pat Godfrey

ALTAR GUILD:
Debbi Bailey
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JT McLeon
Morgan Worsley
.0270 *?
Bonnie Broome
Shelby Broome

Larkin Williams-Capone

LAYREADERS
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Rawley McCoy
Claude Scott
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Dan Williams-Capone

Jim Grumman

USHERS
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Betty Bireley
Debbie Dick
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Betty Mercer
Tillie Maguire

GREETERS?
>?200 *?

Marty Worsley
Cynthia Buttram
.0%70 *?
Doug Wuest
Debbie Wuest

VESTRY:
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Betty Bireley
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Jim Grumman

ALTAR GUILD:
Gene Montgomery
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Richard McLeon
JT McLeon
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Eric Still
Lindsey Still
Skyelar Laqua

LAYREADERS
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Courtney Tatum
G.B. Van Dusen
.02/0 *?
Tom Beck

Ted Wise

USHERS
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Russ Drane
Kay Drane
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Jim Sewalt
Glen Garrett

GREETERS?
>?200 *?
Paul Roeh
Kay Roeh
.02/0 *?
Dusty Libby
Janet Libby

VESTRY:
@?

Kay Dran
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Dusty Libby

ALTAR GUILD:
Mary Ann Bower
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Celina Garza
Morgan Worsley
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Gus Moss
Hannah Moss
Charlie Traugott

LAYREADERS
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Michelle Worsley
Bob Bates
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Jim Grumman
Melanie Klotzman

USHERS
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Swede Hedlund
Jan Heldund
.0270 *?
Todd Traugott
Doug Wuest

GREETERS?
>?200 *?

Bob Bates
Linda Bates
.0270 *?

Jim Sewalt
Pauline Traugott

VESTRY:
@?
Bob Bates
LAl @f)
Doug Wuest

ALTAR GUILD:
Twyla Kellogg
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Rector: The Rev. Faith E. Bledsoe
3002 Miori Lane

Victoria, Texas 77901

Office: (361)575-0441

Rev. Faith’s Email: stfrancisfeb@sbc global.net
Email: sfranvct@sbcglobal.net
Web site: www.stfrancisvictoria.org




CHURCH CALENDAR FOR JULY 2008

(., C.
10:00am ~ Improvement Guild Meeting
% % (, (+
6:00pm ~ Holy Eucharist
7:00pm ~ Ice Cream Social, Parish Hall
w (C, (/
10:00am ~ Holy Eucharist w/ Healing
4 % (C, (A
44
WO, (-
9:15am ~ Choir Practice, Nave
% % (, (B
6:00pm ~ No Holy Eucharist
% (C, (-7
9:15am ~ Choir Practice, Nave
> %(C, (A
6:00pm ~ Finance Committee Meeting, All
Saints Room

%(, (.C
6:00pm ~ Partners In Ministry, Parish Hall
oW, (.-
6:00pm - Holy Eucharist
6:30pm - Daughters of the King, All Saint’s
Room
% (., (+0
9:15am ~ Choir Practice, Nave
6:00pm ~ Victoria Episcopal Ultreya, Parish
Hall
= % (, (+
7:00pm ~ Vestry Meeting, All Saints Room
% % (, (+/
6:00pm - Holy Eucharist
% (., (+1
9:15am ~ Choir Practice, Nave
% % (C, (/0
6:00pm - Holy Eucharist
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